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Sample Child Illness Policy

Children become ill from time to time.  Program staff are trained in recognizing the signs and symptoms of illness, washing procedures, and disinfecting procedures.   Children will be observed as they enter the program to quickly assess general health.  Sick children will be sent home to prevent the spread of illness.

 A child with any of the following symptoms will be immediately isolated and discharged to the parent or emergency contact:

· Temperature of 100 degrees F – in combination with any other signs of illness

· Diarrhea (more than three abnormally looses stool within a 24 hour period)

· Severe coughing (causing the child to become red in the face or to make a whooping sound)

· Difficult or rapid breathing

· Yellowish skin or eyes

· Redness of the eye, obvious discharge, matted eyelashes, burning, itching

·  Untreated skin patches, unusually spots or rashes

· Unusually dark urine or gray or white stools

· Stiff neck with an elevated temperature

· Evidence of nits, lice, scabies or other parasitic infestations

· Vomiting more than once or when accompanied by another sign of illness

· Sore throat or difficulty swallowing

Any child demonstrating signs of illness not listed above will be isolated and carefully observed for symptoms.  The parent/guardian will be notified, if the parent/guardian is unavailable, the emergency contacts listed on the registration form will be called. Please be sure to notify program staff of any changes in parent/guardian or emergency contact information.  If a child does not feel well enough to participate in program activities the parent/guardian will be called to pick up the child.  In the event a child is ill and parents are called, parents are expected to pick up their child or arrange for the child to be picked up by someone on the emergency contact list within the hour.  

Anytime a child is isolated they will be kept within sight and hearing of a staff member.  The cot/mat and any linens used will be washed and disinfected before being used again.

Parents will be notified in writing if children have been exposed to a communicable illness.  Children will be readmitted to the program after at least 24 hours of being free of a fever and other symptoms.  
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