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Roles for Families in School Communities

Checklist

Co-Teachers

· What learning opportunities does the school community provide for parents and children together?

· How does the school community provide families with ideas for how to help their child learn?

· How do you help families monitor their child’s progress in school?

· How do you ensure there is a “goodness of fit” with the strengths of families and the ways in which you ask them to be involved?

· How does the program ensure there is two-way communication from home to the program and from the program to home?

Co-Leaders

· How does the school community solicit parent input for decision-making?

· How does the school community help families understand their programs?

· In what formal leadership groups or committees are parents included?

· How does the school community solicit parent input about issues important to them?

· What training is available to parents who want to be leaders?

Co-Workers 

· What employment opportunities or occupational training opportunities are available to parents through the school community?

· What volunteer opportunities are available to parents through the school community?

· What training is available to parents who want to increase their job or volunteer skills?
Co-Learners

· What adult educational activities/services are available in your school community?

· What does the school community do to ensure families’ interests are reflected in the programming offered to adult learners?

· What does the school community do to enhance parents’ ability to support their children’s learning?

Co-Supporters

· How is the school community supportive of families?

· How does the school community assess the type of supports families need?  Are families asked?

· How does the school community reach out to parents of children birth to 5 years?

· How does the school community help families build relationships between adults and children?

· How does the school community help families build relationships with other families?

· How does the school community reach out to isolated families (a.k.a. hard-to-reach)?
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